2012 ILLINOIS GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

Grayslake, IL
APRIL 26, 2012
· Call to Order: Michael Cornebise, President, 7:31 pm
· Present: Susan Holderread, Mark Healy, Darrell Krueger, Ty Liles, Jill Thomas, Michael Cornebise, Keith Yearman, Michael Sublett, Chris Sutton, Joseph Kubal, Lindsay Tuegel 
· CONSENT AGENDA – Keith Yearman
Motion passed unanimously: (Sutton, Holderread seconded) that the Executive Council approved the consent agenda consisting of the following items: 
a. Approve minutes from April 28, 2011 meeting in Macomb, IL and Fall Work Day minutes from November 12, 2011in Bloomington/Normal
i. Motion passed unanimously (Yearman, Sutton seconded)  to approve the Fall 2012 Executive Council minutes from November 12, 2011 with a few name corrections
ii. Discussion of list serve issues: some people from executive council did not receive certain emails.  Resolved to do another couple of tests after the meeting to be sure that everyone is getting emails. 
b. Audit Committee Report (Keith Yearman for Larry Resutko)
i. Audit committee met with Ealey.  IGS financial records were accurate and in good order. 
c. 2011 Annual Meeting Final Report (Chris Sutton)
i.   Emphasized that we ended ahead by $2,399.96 due to not using a charter bus. 99 total attendees.  42 on Field Trip, 61 at Banquet, 30 at Luncheon.  18 papers presented and 16 posters presented.  Comment made that this has been highest profit in many years. Formal thank you to Sutton for job well done. 
d. Illinois Geographic Alliance Report (Darrell Kruger)  
i. IGA is doing strategic planning right now, in conjunction with Geographical Society of Chicago.  Strategic plan is about 75% done and hopes to be done by June 2012 to be submitted to NGS.  Bulk of resources will go to implementation of strategic plan.  IGA’s strategic plan would like to focus on AP Human Geography and GIS.  Currently AP Human Geography is taught in about 8% of public high schools in Illinois currently.  IGA is looking to implement a model into a few pilot schools across the state, recognizing that each school needs a different model.  Krueger believes that IGA is about done with the consultants.  Their goal is to start planning the details of an implementation plan.  The overall goal is to start with AP Human Geography and eventually expand it to create a pipeline to 12 public state universities that students can feed into.     
e. Illinois Geographer Report (Jill Thomas)
i. Next Illinois Geographer for spring 2011 was sent out in January 2012.  Fall 2011 is at the printers and will go out by summer 2012.  There are enough articles for fall 2012 issue as well.  Spring 2011 issue was a bit over budget: printing of journal is $760.90, mailing is $268.60 because mailing cost more due to the heavy issue this time. 
ii. The membership list needs to be updated.  Currently 83 regular, 58 life members. Added 23 people from last year.  Renewals have been going out. Ideas for upcoming journal issues discussed, especially with the anniversary of IGS coming up—snippets of the past articles and issues. 
iii. Journal is currently indexed and Ebsco has about 15 years of issues available. 
iv. Motion unanimously passed (Sutton, Sublett seconded) to allow Illinois: A Geographical Survey to be made available for a free download on the website. 

f. Community College Student Awards (Mark Healy) 
i. 44 letters for nominations went out twice to community colleges.  We obtained 6 different nominations and 5 award winners, who will all be attending with guests. 

ii. Discussion of benefits given to award winners—decided to be kept getting a free banquet

iii. All agreed to continue awards in future 

g. Geography Bee Report (Chris Sutton)
i. Mike Middleton ran Bee at College of DuPage. Great rounds this year. Illinois had 25 perfect scores, while other states had much less.  There were many tie breakers.  Champion was a 7th grader, who was not homeschooled this year. Very well run event.  IGS supported the Bee financially and should again. Motion unanimously passed (Thomas, Yearman seconded) to support Bee with $400 for next year. 

· 2012 Annual Meeting Initial Report (Ty Liles) 
a. 45 registered, 32 on Field Trip 1, 57 at Banquet, 22 at Luncheon, 10 on Field Trip 2, 8 on Field Trip 3, no posters, 13 papers
b. Liles brought up that he had to recreate a lot of the forms and he would like to suggest that those be things that are passed down to the next hosts.  There was a notebook with all of it, but it has gotten lost, so Thomas will try to find it and get it to Ealey to update and make electronic. 
· Field Days Report (Keith Yearman/Joe Kubal) 
a. 2012 Summer Field Day Proposal: tentative scheduled to cover northwestern Illinois, fringe areas in Wisconsin and Iowa.  Possible stops include: Charles Mound, Gravity Hill, Rollo Jamison Museum, Dickeyville Grotto, National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium, Old Shot Tower, Fenelon Place Elevator, Field of Dreams, Raven’s Grin Inn, Mississippi Palisades State Park
i. Admissions will be covered by IGS, but if overnight then people will have to pay themselves.  

ii. Dates of July 7-8, 2012 are set. 

b. 2012 Fall Field Day proposal: LaSalle-Peru area or 22nd Street Run. 

i. Decision to go with the LaSalle-Peru area.  Possible stops include: Seneca Grain elevator, downtown Ottawa, I&M Canal ride, Cherry mine, Dinner at Ripp’s in Ladd 

c. Overview of past year field trips: summer was in Aurora, about 15 attended.  Fall was in Pembroke and Kankakee, only 4 attended.  Winter was religions/churches around rt. 83 and Argonne National Laboratory. 

d. Thought is to try one more winter field day to see if it is also well attended. 
· 2013 & 2014 Annual Meeting Discussion “The Tale of Three Cities” with Paducah, Cairo & Metropolis (Len Ealey)
a. 2014 Diamond Jubilee now changed to Metropolis
b. Concerns about attendance down in southern IL.  Possibly having a bus coming from northern areas.  Ealey asking to change 2013 to 2014 and have Deep South be the Jubilee year to draw more people down for the anniversary.  Harras only hotel large enough to hold.  We would give extra incentive for people to come—roll back registration to first year prices, many little prizes and honors.  

c. Location might draw different people than we usually get, especially surrounding states. Sutton added that we need to reach out to Carbondale and Edwardsville. 
d. This fall send out “save the date” postcards to get promoting the idea of going to the Deep South, keep reminding them a few times before the invitations go out. 

e. Might bring in other organizations/alliances to have joint meetings while we had our meetings

f. Committee needed to get contacting other organizations/colleges, marketing. 

i. Krueger contacting Edwardsville and other state alliance coordinators, Sutton contacting Carbondale, Sublett contacting Shawnee National Forest, Thomas & Healy PR/marketing, Healy on community colleges 

g. Proposed date for 2014: April 24-26, 2014 (Metropolis)
h. 2013 is Diamond Jubilee: The Land: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow in Peoria.

i.  Most locations at Four Points Sheridan.  Field Trip includes: Dixon Mounds, Sand Ridge, Emiquon, Hatchery, Hopedale windfarm

j. Peoria could be gateway to year long Jubilee celebration

k. Proposed date for 2013: April 25-27, 2013 (Peoria)

· Discussion of Potential Future Annual Meeting Locations (Keith Yearman/Len Ealey)
a. 2015: Bloomington/Normal

b. 2016: Jacksonville

c. 2017: Schaumburg
d. Proposal to look into where our membership is located because assumption is that people are located in the Chicagoland area, but some of our well-attended meetings have been in other places
· Central Office Report (Keith Yearman)

a. Renwals just mailed, 23 new members for 2012, added 1 life member (Veronica Mormino, Harper)

b. Used petty cash fund for bulleting mailings in 2012.  About $5 left in fund, request for $200-$250 for operations (mug orders, reimbursements, etc).  Motion unanimously approved (Healy, Holderread seconded) to give $200 to Petty Cash fund for Central Office
c. Bulletins were sent to Keith Sculle for recruiting authors, will need postage along the way

d. Geography will get a permanent location at College of DuPage, no exact room number is available yet—probably 
· Treasury Report (Len Ealey) 
a. Assets in checking account $9,103.44 and savings account is $21,377.19.  Banks will be moved from Chase Bank to Cefcu Credit Union, as discussed this year.

b. We are $2,000 below revenue this year because $4,000 funding was given to strategic planning for IGA, as approved last year.  This is a one-time expense. 

c. Ealey summarized that state of finances are in good shape
d. Motion passed unanimously (Yearman, Thomas seconded) to approve treasurers report.  
· Nominating Committee Report (Mike Cornebise/Jill Thomas) 
a. Vice President: Kevin Suess (2014) 
The slate for IGS officers are:
President: Susan Holderread; Vice-President: Kevin Suess; Secretary: Lindsay Tuegel; Treasurer: Len Ealey. Journal Editor: Jill Thomas. Motion passed unanimously (Healy, Holderread seconded) to approve the nominations at the business meeting. 
· Old Business  
· Research Grant  (Mike Sublett/Keith Yearman)
a. Steve Thomas (attorney) looked over paperwork and gave some suggestions to make acceptance form more legalese. 

b. Two grants, $500 each, member in good standing, present results at next IGS meetings.  Does not have to be a student.  After the initial two grants, committee would see how it goes.  Required to present at meeting and strongly encouraged to submit to Illinois Geographer. 
c. Review committee to be determined by the president would create rubric, pick the recipients. Committee not obligated to grant it.

d. Possible criteria for research grant: has to relate to Illinois, need some hypothesis/research problem
e. Committee member volunteers: Sublett, Sutton, Yearman.  Motion (Ealey, Sutton seconded) that president appoint these 3 members to the committee to create final details of research grant.   

· New Business 
· Webpage Update (Susan Holderread/Chris Sutton)
a. Holderread put together a blog, but too limiting for this organization. Looked at domain names--$10, $5.95/month to run the site, $75/year. Sutton, Ealey, & Cornebise volunteered to maintain website and pay for services.  Holderread is webmaster. Website information will be migrated after seeing storage capacity and prices. Only link back to College of DuPage for bigger files with bulletins. Wait 1 year before putting current Illinois Geographer journals on website.   
b. Yearman established a Facebook page for IGS, Sutton added some, but not used much. Field day photos on there.   Members that are users encouraged to go to page (“Illinois Geographical Society”) and actively use it so it becomes a social site.  Mention this at the business meeting. 
c. Virtual meeting, if necessary, to approve concerns with website before Fall meeting. 
· Central Office Concerns (Executive Council)
a. Issue with some people not getting their bulletin or their registration materials.  Problem with some kickbacks to WIU students because there is a delay in getting the journal out. 
b. Yearman is working on updating email addresses.  He is putting people into GIMBY to try to contact them about current addresses.  Combination of Facebook and GIMBY is way to keep in contact in future.  

· Other News/Reports/Business (Executive Council) 
a. None discussed
· Motion to adjourn meeting (Thomas, Ealey): 10:52 pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lindsay Tuegel 
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