 ILLINOIS GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY

FALL 2012 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NORMAL, IL

OCTOBER 20, 2012
Call to order: Susan Holderread, President 10:12 a.m.
Present: Mike Sublett, Susan Holderread, Kevin Suess, Darrell Kruger, Talia Del Bianco, Len Ealey, Mike Cornebise.  Joe Kubal and Keith Yearman arrived at 11:33 a.m. thereby establishing a quorum. 
Discussion of potential Marriott International Partnership (Ealey)
· Ealey explained Marriott approached the IGS with a proposal to establish a 5 year partnership. They would provide hotel/banquet facilities at annual meetings.  Unclear whether 5 year deal would be for consecutive years. Could pose an issue, for example, in Paducah where local Marriott facilities lack banquet capabilities. 
· Kruger noted a positive aspect would be removal of hotel/banquet planning element for meetings. However, five year agreement could be a limiting factor for IGS. Further drawbacks include potential loss of ability to tap into local flavor and character (e.g., Route 66 hotel/museum in Springfield).
· Holderread wondered whether price point for Marriot would be cost effective for IGS.
· Ealey will contact Marriot for a proposal and report back to Council. Ealey urged members to contact him with further questions or concerns about the proposal.

Proposed High School Geographic Honors Society (Del Bianco)
· Del Bianco proposed that IGS assist in establishment of a geographic honors society at the high school level. The idea met with support from council members. 

· First attempt to garner support from GTU was not productive, but Sublett identified potential contacts in the organization including James Lowery.
· Kruger noted a successful high school honors society could serve as a good pipeline for study at the university level. 

· Sublett noted an opportunity existed to launch an honors society by taking advantage of growing interest in AP Geography

· Del Bianco proposed that IGS (and IGA) could assist in “underwriting” of a high school level honors society. Will follow up with GTU and report back to Council. 

Website Development Report (Holderread)
· Holderread noted the updated IGS website should be more user-friendly and should be ready for launch in time for annual meeting. 
· Holderread noted potential to automate membership renewal process (online capability). 
· Illinois Geography resource book should be made available once again on website.
· Send further website suggestions to Holderread or Chris Sutton. 

IGS Constitutional Revisions (Holderread)

· Holderread suggested IGS Constitution should be opened for revisions. A committee consisting of Holderread, Cornebise & Ealey agreed to review  document and recommend changes ahead of spring IGS meeting

· Sublett noted changes must be proposed at least a month before meeting

Proposed Changes to Community College Awards (Holderread for Healy)

· Healy proposed Community College Award winners be provided a complimentary one-year membership to the IGS. 

· Sublett noted difficulty in attracting nominees for 2 year awards.

· Item was not acted upon due to lack of quorum at time of discussion.

IGS Support at AAG Regional (West Lakes) Meetings (Holderread, Kubal)
· Holderread inquired whether IGS should contribute $300 to the AAG regional meeting in DeKalb
· Kruger noted opportunity to build bridges between organizations: Ealey concurred.  Opportunity for IGA/IGS to have a presence at East/West Lakes conference. 
· Sublett noted AAG has recently become more open to working with other organizations including the NCGE.
· Kruger stated, if possible, event should be planned in conjunction with AAG meeting (e.g., IGS/IGA sponsored fieldtrip). 
· Sublett believed IGS/IGA presence could improve connections with universities. 
· Kruger: perhaps not an immediate payoff, but could build foundations and form regional alliances. 
· Kubal willing to staff a booth at AAG regional meeting. 
· Kubal motion to allocate $300 for IGS to serve as sponsor for AAG regional meeting. Seconded by Sublett. Motion passed unanimously. 

IGS Research Award (Sublett)
· Sublett proposed IGS-sponsored research award available to IGS members and presented a list of guidelines, sequence of events and an acceptance form. 

· After discussion, it was decided new language should be added to the forms and that funding priority will go to first time applicants. 
· Kruger noted IGS should not pay for indirect award costs and state this explicitly on proposal form.
· Sublett suggested process for speeding up funding cycle should be implemented this year in order to have presentations available for Peoria meeting.

· Cornebise made a motion to approve the Research Grant Award with requested changes; Ealey seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
· Yearman made a motion to speed up process of RFPs (establishing a due date of Dec 1, 2012). Cornebise seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 
· A proposal review committee was established to review this year’s proposals. It consists of Kruger (chair), Cornebise and Suess
· Sublett will send out two versions of the sequence of events, one amended to include speed up dates for 2012-13 cycle. 

Break for lunch: 11:57

Screening of Jewish Lawndale Video (Kubal/Yearman)
· Kubal noted Jewish Lawndale video will be screened at Peoria meeting (perhaps bring Irving Cutler in for Q and A). 
· Yearman and Kubal working on a piece for the Chicago River 
· Kruger and Sublett noted additional funding opportunities for video production may be available (e.g., through Illinois Humanities Council). Imperative to discover how copyright issues will affect distribution.   
Central Office Update (Yearman)
· Yearman noted he will step down as Central Office Director following the Annual Meeting. Plans to continue running field days and producing videos.
· Holderread distributed Central Office Director job profile. Discussion ensued regarding primary duties that should be ascribed to Director. 

· Based on discussion, Ealey will revise and distribute Office Director job description.
Field Days (Yearman) 

· Yearman discussed trips that had been run since 2012 annual meeting including N. Lawndale, W. Chicago and Route 66 tour. Provided details for Lockport Powerhouse field day scheduled for Sunday, Oct 21.
· Sublett suggested field day sponsors give directions about parking and consider start time to accommodate travelers. 
· Yearman suggested a possible field day involving commuter train ride from Chicago to South Bend. Stops could include: Notre Dame, Studebaker Museum, Chocolate factory, Indiana Dunes
· Yearman noted Kerry Doyle expressed interest in organizing a trip in St. Louis area 
IGS Annual Meeting in Peoria, April 25-27 (Ealey)

· Executive Council Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 25 

· Pre-Meeting fieldtrip will be developed by Yearman and Kubal
· Yearman suggested resurrecting the “slide show” for the banquet 

Meeting adjourned at 1:24 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Mike Cornebise
